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Art Unit: 2857 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 8-10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 6,476,516 to Reich (Reich). 

As per claim 8: 

With regard to detecting a force acting on a seating area and determining an 
estimated value of a variable that is characteristic of the mass resting on the 
seating area in dependence on the force action on the seating area, Reich 
teaches measuring the estimated weight of a seat occupant (col. 1 , line 53 - col. 
2, line 6. With regard to defining the estimated value as being reliable or 
unreliable based on an oscillation behavior of the measurement signal, Reich 
teaches locking the occupant into a weight class when a predetermined number 
of samples are achieved and unlocking the weight class a predetermined number 
of inconsistent samples are observed (col. 2, lines 7-14). 
As per claim 9: 

With regard to determining the estimated value to be reliable or unreliable, 
depending on a measure of an amplitude of the oscillations of the force sensor, 
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Reich teaches determining whether to lock an occupant into a weight class 
based on the weight measurements (col. 2, lines 7-29). 
As per claim 10: 

With regard to depending on a time duration of a predetermined change in the 
measure of the amplitude, Reich teaches measuring weight values over a period 
of time to determine whether to lock or unlock an occupant in a weight class (col. 
2, lines 7-29; col. 3, lines 47-49). 
As per claim 14: 

With regard to detecting a force acting on a seating area and determining an 
estimated value of a variable that is characteristic of the mass resting on the 
seating area in dependence on the force action on the seating area, Reich 
teaches measuring the estimated weight of a seat occupant (col. 1 , line 53 - col. 
2, line 6. With regard to defining the estimated value as being reliable or 
unreliable based on an oscillation behavior of the measurement signal, Reich 
teaches locking the occupant into a weight class when a predetermined number 
of samples are achieved and unlocking the weight class a predetermined number 
of inconsistent samples are observed (col. 2, lines 7-14). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reich in 
view of Japanese patent publication JP 404005538 A to Gan et al. (Gan). 

As per claim 11: 

Reich teaches all the limitations of claim 8 upon which claim 1 1 depends. Reich 
does not teach subjecting the measurement signal to a Walsh transformation and 
determining reliability based on the sequential content of the Walsh-transformed 
measurement signal. Gan teaches Walsh transforming a signal to detect a 
change in state (Abstract). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the weight measurement, as 
taught by Reich, to include a Walsh transform of the measured signal, as taught 
by Gan, because then state changes would have been speedily and accurately 
detected (Gan, Abstract). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 12 and 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Breed et al. (US Patent No. 6,442,504) teach measuring the weight of an object 
in a seat. 
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Kennedy et al. (US Patent No. 7,034,670) teach occupancy classification in a 
vehicle seat. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Manuel L. Barbee whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2212. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eliseo Ramos-Feliciano can be reached on 571-272-7925. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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